
 TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 5th December 2018 at Long Marston Village Hall at 8.00pm 
 

Present:  Cllrs Chalmers, Fox, Morgan (in the chair), Myrants, Thirkettle & Ward, the Clerk and 6 members 
of the public. 

 
MINUTES 

 
18/184 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Lovis and were accepted by the Council. Borough Cllr Conway had also 
sent her apologies. 
 
18/185 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting  
None 
 
18/186 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on November 7th 2018 and sign as a true record  

(minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 
Cllr Ward proposed that the minutes of the meeting of November 7th were accepted as a true record; this was 
seconded by Cllr Fox. The minutes were duly signed by the chairman. 

 
18/187 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda 
Actions from previous meetings were reviewed and the actions log updated 
 
18/188 To note and discuss Councillor resignation 
Cllr Morgan in formed the meeting that sadly Cllr Ayling had resigned due to personal reasons. He thanked her for her 
considerable contribution. 
Cllr Morgan said that given that Parish Council elections would be held within 6 months, the Council could decide 
whether to advertise the vacancy or to remain with 7 Cllrs until the elections. Cllr Morgan proposed that the Council 
continue with 7 Cllrs and a vacancy; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. 
Cllr Fox agreed to act as the Council’s representative on the Victory Hall committee. 
 
18/189 To update on Clerk vacancy 
Cllr Morgan reported that the Clerk had tendered her resignation and would be leaving at the end of January to 
pursue a career change. He said she would be missed. The post had been advertised in village news and on various 
sites and there had been some interest. Cllrs Morgan, Ward and Fox would conduct interviews. 

18/190 To discuss and agree draft budget for 2018/19 
Draft budget papers had been circulated to Cllrs which had been updated following the November meeting. Cllr  
Morgan highlighted the following points: 
Income – Warden and Council tax grants were yet to be confirmed by DBC. Any income received from playschemes 
would be used to support the following year’s scheme. 
Expenditure – the verge cutting quote had increased slightly from the current year; the mowing line had been 
increased due to the need to mow the pump track at Long Marston; the open spaces maintenance line had been 
reduced as it had been high in 2018/19 due to tree work and actions arising from Health and Safety Risk Assessment 
and ROSPA report. The Clerk’s salary line had been increased. An amount had been put aside for the 2019 elections as 
well as for flooding work. £4k would be spent on playschemes from reserves and it was proposed that £5k would be 
spent on projects from reserves. 
Cllr Morgan said that at the last meeting, setting money aside to accrue for replacing big ticket play equipment (£1k a 
year), for maintenance of the LMCR (£600 from rent) and to accrue for 2023 elections (£2,200) had been discussed. 
Cllrs agreed they wanted to do this. 
This meant that non-precept income would be  £19,548 
Total Expenditure    £55,307 
Accruals      £3,800 
Use of Reserves     £13,124 



The precept would therefore need to be £26,435 a 1.3% increase on 2018/19. There was general agreement from the 
Council that the budget made sense and the precept was right. The Clerk said that she was still waiting to confirm 
some quotes and the final figures would be ready for approval and sign-off at the January meeting. 
Cllr Morgan said that the Council’s general reserves were healthy and that the Council also had circa £14k in CIL 
reserves. 
   
18/191 To update on tree work in Parish  
Cllr Chalmers said he had met with the contractor agreed at the previous meeting at Wilstone to look at the hedges. 
This contractor was the cheapest contractor for the tree work and would carry out the work to the trees as agreed. His 
estimate for the hedge work was very high and it was agreed that as the hedges were deemed ‘low risk’ on the survey, 
other quotes would be sought for cutting the hedges. (Action) 
 
18/192 To approve quote for £730 (£60 to be discussed with WVH) for work highlighted in ROSPA report and 

Health & Safety Risk Assessment and to approve quote for £110 for work to repair and secure picnic bench at 
LM Recreation Ground  

Copies of both quotes had been circulated. Cllr Morgan said the work would be completed in the new year, but before 
the end of the financial year. Cllr Morgan proposed both quotes were accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Fox. 
 
18/193 To update on agreement between TRPC & LMFC  
Cllr Fox reported that he had received a signed copy of the agreement from LMFC. The agreement had also been 
signed by Cllr Fox on behalf of TRPC. The agreement was handed to the Clerk. 

18/194 To update on discussions about barriers at Long Marston Recreation Ground 
Cllr Morgan reported that it had been agreed at the November meeting to put the bollard options on hold until the 
possibilities of a barrier at the front of the hall had been explored as the back of the hall was possibly being used for 
drugs. He said that while there were lots of issues and logistics to discuss the village hall had no objection in principle. 
Cllr Morgan said he would research various options and present these to concerned parties. (Action) Cllr Fox said that 
the idea had been well received at the hall AGM and that there appeared to be strong support from the village. He 
said he had received an offer to open the barrier every day. 
 
18/195 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery 
The Clerk had received a general request to make some additions to a grave at Wilstone Cemetery (small area of 
enclosed grass with a border and place for either plants or pebbles). Cllr Chalmers said he thought the Council needed 
to see a picture of what it would look like before making their decision. 
 
18/196 Planning 

a) To discuss the following planning applications and any others received by 5th December 
4/01803/18/FUL – 12 Tring Road, Wilstone 
Construction of 3 bed dwelling with associated access & parking to rear of site. Proposed access & parking to existing 
dwelling 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Cllr Chalmers reported that following the last meeting, him and Cllr Ward had independently had another look at the 
planning application for the Barn at Boarscroft and still recommended a No Objection. 
 

b) To note planning decisions made by DBC 
4/02242/18/APA – Barn at Boarscroft Farm, Long Marston 
Change of use from agricultural building to Dwellinghouse (C3) 
Prior Approval required and granted 
 
18/197 Finance 

The Cashflow and budget monitoring statements for November had been circulated. 
To note:  Receipt of £5,302.12 CIL payment, £1,898 verge cutting payment from Herts CC and £2,457.83 VAT 
rebate. 
Closing Balance 30.11.18 £70,422.65 
 



a. Cllr Ward proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr Fox. 
Payee Amount For 
EON £67.02 LMCR Electricity November 
C Reedman £45.45 Warden expenses October/November 
Long Marston Victory Hall £80.00 Flood Working Party Meetings 
HMRC £65.20 Tax on November salaries 
Cecilia Hall £96.00 Hall hire for 2018 Council Meetings 
Direct365 £122.10 LMCR Sanitary collection 

  
 
18/198 To discuss request to use Long Marston Recreation Ground for parking 
The Clerk reported that the request had been withdrawn as another parking location had been found. The route for 
the event would go through Long Marston and details had been circulated to Cllrs. 
 
18/199 To discuss publicising 2019 Parish Council elections 
Cllr Morgan had circulated an email to Cllrs about having an article for Village News alerting parishioners about the 
May 2019 elections and encouraging people to step forward for election. This would go into the February edition. He 
said he thought a lot of people don’t fully understand the role of the Parish Council, so this would also be included.  
Cllr Morgan mentioned the Purdah rule which restricts certain activities for Parish Councils in the 6 weeks prior to the 
elections. Cllr Morgan had circulated more information. 

18/200 To receive updates from Working Parties 
Highways 
Cllr Fox reported that the working party had met three weeks ago and were starting to write up the work so far. He 
said that the speed and volume strips had been installed in November; some of the locations hadn’t been ideal but 
that was outside the control of the working party. The results should be received fairly soon. Cllr Fox said he hoped to 
get the report to the Council for the February meeting. A member of the working party wanted to set up a Facebook 
survey to ask residents how inconvenienced they have felt by vehicles and traffic within the Parish. This would come 
from the Parish Council Facebook page. Cllr Thirkettle asked about the format of the report. Cllr Fox said that it would 
be about making recommendations based on all the evidence gathered. 

Flooding 
Cllr Myrants reported that there was an update on the flooding work in the December Village News. A meeting is due 
with Herts CC and the Environment Agency on natural flood management as a pre-cursor to a community open day to 
be held on January 13th in Long Marston. The purpose of the open day is to present natural flood management options 
to parishioners and get their feedback. Cllr Myrants said that the working party was continuing to work with Thames 
Water who were very engaged. Survey work is being undertaken, some associated with a redundant sewer and also 
some investigative work. Herts CC are still working on the road lowering in Chapel Lane, this is in the investigation and 
design phase. A bid by Herts CC to the regional flood and coastal committee has been successful.  
Cllr Thirkettle asked when residents could expect to see something physical happening. Cllr Myrants said that part of 
the answer would hopefully come out of the open day. 
Cllr Thirkettle mentioned an issue outside his house that had led to the identification of a collapsed road drain. Cllr 
Myrants noted this. 
 
Social Cohesion – nothing to report 
 
Housing Needs 
Cllr Ward said a working party had now been established, formed of herself, Cllr Morgan and two parishioners and 
they had had their first meeting. Three sites are being looked at in Wilstone and one in Long Marston. Cllr Ward had 
approached the developers associated with the sites to submit their outline plans and schemes for their plots. DBC 
had suggested that the Parish Council hold an information sharing public meeting to be open and transparent and give 
parishioners the opportunity to see and comment on the proposals. The proper planning process would still need to 
be gone through. The public meeting will be held on Sunday 24th February in Wilstone Hall and would be advertised in 
Village News as well as the shop. 
 
18/201 To receive correspondence  
 A letter had been received from Pensions Regulator regarding duties as an employer 



 A letter had been received from HAPTC regarding 2019-20 subscription 
 An email had been received from an individual regarding a pre-planning application. Cllrs Ward and Chalmers had 

agreed to meet with him. 
 

18/202 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 
Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 

 Cllrs Morgan and Ward had recently attended the DBC Town and Parish Council conference. Cllr Morgan said that 
the conference had been useful. He noted that the precept budget forms would be received on December 18th 
and would need to be submitted by January 18th. A Planning Code of Practise consultation had been discussed. 
Details had been circulated to Cllrs and this would be on the January agenda. Cllr Ward reported that DBC are 
likely to have increased housing targets by this time next year. It was also noted that by 2022 there would be no 
funding from central government and DBC would fund everything through Council tax. Cllr Morgan said that the 
elections had also been discussed. 

 Cllr Myrants said he had been contacted by Herts CC, but too late for the agenda, seeking agreement in principle 
to looking at the feasibility of using Long Marston recreation Ground for storing water. This would be added to 
the January agenda and it was agreed that Cllr Myrants would go back to Herts CC to get more information. 
(Action) 

 Cllr Ward said she thought Cllrs should be using a Council email address rather than emails coming from their 
personal account. Cllr Myrants agreed to have a look into this, (Action) 

 
18/203 To open the meeting for Public Participation  
A member of the public said living near Long Marston hall, he was very aware of traffic going up and down to the car 
park and the activities taking place. He said he was very supportive of the barrier and would volunteer to help with 
opening and closing the barrier. 
 
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.25p.m 
 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th January 2019 at Long Marston Hall at 8pm.  
 
Lucy Bancroft        Friday 14th December 2018   
Clerk, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 


